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thematically, lists a wide range of English, French, German and Italian titles published during the last two decades and thereby underlines Ju$ tte's fresh approach.
Recent research, as Ju$ tte rightly points out, is most distinguished by the fact that it has come to be concerned with the poor themselves, and it is in the sections where Ju$ tte focuses on themes associated with this fundamental shift of interest that the book is particularly strong. For example, in the section on the domestic environment, he does not make much of well-worn accounts by contemporary observers of filthy cottages and squalid lofts, but instead provides a detailed and sensitive picture of the actual living space of the poor, of the furniture and household equipment to be found in their households as they appear from modern analyses of pauper household inventories. Nor does he dwell on the ' average ' or ' typical ' equipment, but instead makes us aware of the social meaning of particular items such as a fireplace or bed linin (pp. 68-71) . It is also at such points that Ju$ tte's truly European approach (not least borne out linguistically) is particularly rewarding, since that whole section could hardly have been written without knowledge of the work by Martin Dinges on poverty in sixteenth-century Bordeaux. Equally impressive are Ju$ tte's survey of the semantic field of poverty (pp. 8-14) ; his discussion of household structure and family forms along with kin, neighbourhood and occupational groups and the role of all these institutions for (formal as well as informal) mutual support among the poor (pp. 83-99) ; and his assessment of the importance of secret languages and cant (like Rotwelsch) for the cultural maintenance of marginal groups of paupers and vagrants (pp. 178-85) . All these (and other) sections dealing with the social meaning of poverty and with what might be called the cultural practices (in the Bourdieuian sense) of poverty and poor relief are highly original and quite without equal in previous textbooks.
The book is somewhat less exciting when it comes to more conventional themes, however. For example, in the chapter on the extent of poverty, there is a section dealing with the ' fiscal poor ', which is basically a rather dry account of the tiresome attempts in some of the literature to make sense of the proportions of people exempt from taxes -an unfruitful enterprise (unless supported by other evidence) because of the wild discrepancies in the figures between places and across time.
The chapter on the causes of poverty includes a section in which the economic background is discussed : the secular shifts in the movement of prices, wages, population and real wages between 1450 and 1850. My principal doubts concern the entire discussion of secular demographic and economic trends and subsistence crises under the heading of ' cyclical causes ' of poverty (pp. 27-36), the more so as it is explicitly distinguished from the discussion of the life-cycle of poverty and the occupational profile of poor relief recipients under the title of ' structural causes ' of poverty in the following section (pp. 36-44) . Even if one concedes that it is no problem to describe secular trends in the context of cyclical movements (which I find difficult to accept since the latter are typically of shorter duration), the problem remains that the strict juxtaposition of structural and cyclical aspects is highly misleading, given that the decisive long-term economic shifts at issue (such as that from the boom over the ' long ' sixteenth century to the crisis of the   seventeenth) were also due to structural changes, just as characteristic changes in impoverishment over the individual life-course, whatever their specific pattern in a given historical context, have come to be understood as a cyclical phenomenon.
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Karel Davids and Jan Lucassen (eds.), A miracle mirrored : the Dutch Republic in
European perspecti e. (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1995.) Pages xxj539. £60.00.
Unlike many other collective volumes including contributions from many hands, and representing the labours of a single, brief conference meeting, this book was long in preparation. Most of the authors of the twelve substantive chapters were able to spend a year together at the Netherlands Institute of Advanced Studies, during which they were able to discuss their ideas at length. As a result, problems of focus and coherence were inherently likely to be less severe in this volume than is normally the case with such works. The central theme of the book, as is suggested by its title, is the attempt to arrive at a better understanding and explanation of the extraordinary success of the Netherlands in the first centuryand-a-half after the achievement of independence, the period of the Dutch ' Golden Age '. In what respects was the Dutch experience in this period peculiar to the new Republic ? What elements were common to other European countries also ? In what respects was the Dutch triumph different from, say, those of Antwerp or Venice among its predecessors or that of its successor, England ? Questions such as these are among the most intriguing and important of all the issues which interest students of fundamental change in societies, or of the wellsprings of success and failure in the rivalry of nations. The relatively limited scope of the volume is made clear in the introductory chapter by Davids and Lucassen. They emphasize that the authors did not set themselves the task of attempting a comprehensive account of the ' miracle ', but aimed rather to address a few key problems as a convenient beginning to achieving the larger goal. They argue that confining attention to a restricted range of issues can bring with it great benefits, especially if it affords the opportunity to explore the issues in question on a comparative basis -hence the subtitle of the book. They list five key issues : the emergence of the Republic itself ; the nature of the political structure which came into being at the time of the revolt against Spain and the lack of subsequent change in this structure ; the relationship between the state and the religious fabric of the country ; the significance of the exceptionally high level of literacy attained and maintained in the Republic ; and the light thrown on life there by the astonishing scale of the production and purchase of paintings which was one of its most distinctive characteristics.
The outcome of the enterprise is at once a reason for congratulation and a source of frustration. Many of the individual chapters are excellent, combining scholarship and informed historical imagination in a most attractive manner. It is plain that the authors were often conscious of the extent of their gain from the year they spent in study together. At the conclusion of her chapter on ' Literacy, trade and religion in the commercial centres of Europe ', for example, Margaret Spufford remarks, ' Writing this chapter has dispelled many almost subconscious cliche! s for me. Religion, which I thought so powerful a drive to literacy in both Reformation Germany and Calvinist Scotland, appears relatively ineffectual : only in non-commercial Sweden is it without doubt the most powerful motive, leading by the end of the seventeenth century to the most literate population in Europe ' (p. 269) .
Yet this remains a book whose parts are more impressive than the whole. The topics surveyed were too disparate for Davids and Lucassen, in their opening and concluding chapters, to be able to be persuasive in their attempts to impose a unity or sense of common purpose upon the contributions. The problems stem in part from the appealing, but frustrating, diversity of interests and approaches among the participants, and in part also from the choice of topics included in the book. There are, for example, four chapters devoted to economic issues : Spufford's ' Access to credit and capital in the commercial centres of Europe ' ; Davids's ' Shifts of technological leadership in early modern Europe ' ; Lucassen's ' Labour and early modern economic development ' ; and Noordegraaf and van Zanden's ' Early modern economic growth and the standard of living : did labour benefit from Holland's Golden Age ? ' Each chapter has much to offer both in depth of scholarship and in original insight, but they are disappointing self-contained. If the miracle of Dutch success is to be ' mirrored ', what is needed is something distinctively different from conventional learned articles. Although each author, and Davids in particular, made an effort to rise to this challenge, the results do not suggest that co-residence at NIAS persuaded those involved to work to a common agenda.
In other words, the ' key problems ' to which the editors refer appear more to reflect the prior interests of those concerned than a determined attempt to sustain a new collective investigation. Perhaps it was too much to hope that it could have been otherwise. The individual chapters will be widely consulted : they contain much that is original and authoritative. But the wider aims of the sponsors of the enterprise have been achieved to only a limited degree. It is a disappointment to note, incidentally, that the proofreading of the book falls well short of the highest standards.
. .  Corpus Christi College, Cambridge
John C. Appleby and Paul Dalton (eds.), Go ernment, religion and society in Northern England, 1000 -1700 . (Stroud : Sutton Publishing, 1997 .) Pages xivj224. £40.00.
The reality -or otherwise -of regional history is still subject to some debate. The problem lies in part in the sheer undefinability of any given region except as a mental construct, but also in the problem of writing history which is genuinely regional rather than based on a locality or series of locations. The regional history of the North has been stimulated -perhaps even invented -by and focused by the journal Northern History, published out of the School of History at the University of Leeds. Given the over-supply of universities and university colleges in the North, it was perhaps inevitable that another college would wish to establish itself as an alternative centre for the study of Northern History. The collection of essays here is made up of papers given at a conference at Liverpool Hope University College in 1995. (This was so successful an occasion, the introduction tells us, that others are planned.) Overall the collection cannot be considered a success. For one thing it is very heavily weighted towards the Middle Ages. Ten out of the fifteen papers deal with the North before 1500 (indeed, mostly before 1300) and they form a distinct group which, with a more substantial introduction by the editors, could have made a desirable book. With the remaining five the book loses coherence. The best of the medieval papers are genuinely regional in that they treat the North as a border zone against Scotland and look either at the foreign policy of the two states or at questions of state formation on the margins of England. Perhaps I show my ignorance, but I was struck by Young's comment that the North came to mean a great deal more to the English Crown after the loss of Normandy in 1204. Early modernists might usefully ponder this. Pollard, in a ruminative essay, discusses the reputation of the North in the fifteenth century as being ' a world safely distant and not to be experienced first-hand but sufficiently founded in reliable report, to create an illusion of reality ' and suggests that it was largely a myth created by those from the South. Amongst the later essays Kermode writes about reforming ordinances promulgated in Chester in the 1530s, of which one would have welcomed a transcript.
All in all this is a short book : fifteen essays over 209 pages printed in 10 over 15 type (so little to a page). Some of the papers are, frankly, lightweight. They are overwhelmingly about government and religion -there is little on the economy or social aspects of the history of the North -and so they offer a very poor overview of work being undertaken at present. There are some good things here which might well have found a home in Northern History, but not enough to justify gathering the conference proceedings into a book costing £40.00. Some conferences are better remembered than published and, in any case, there are cheaper ways of disseminating knowledge.
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